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unconscious uired respiration, 
but is living and well to-day. Drs. Kippax, Gue- 
ee present at the operation and 
verify report. 

Case 226.—Upon arriving I was informed 


was evidence of 

was removed and a 

yee On the 

patient was 

The respiration, 

account of the ex- 

the bronchial tubes. 

much prostrated from the 

rapid 

; was , 

from day to day with an abundance of 

nourishment, strychnia and 

ammonia. the toes of both 
feet, they 

came natural the circulation became more rapid 

and feeble, and the child died ten days after the 


chi. The tube was removed and this membranous 


Case 259.—This patient was a little girl 6 years 
old. The were even more wretched 


In case the pharyn ptoms are 
severe and the nasal cavities ad i 


522 
introduced and artificial respiration performed. | ee 
The child soon revived, wore the tube four days | cast was ejected, which you will observe is a cast t 
and made a perfect recovery. ‘ 

Case tor was another that was and/|tubes. The patient was now able to com- 

fortably, and made a perfect recovery. : 

Case was a baby only 15 
months of age, a of the poorest of Italians. 
The small room occupied was so filthy and crowd- 
ed that tracheotomy never would have been con- 

. Case, a physician, that it was /oo| sidered for a moment. The baby was dying of 
late, the boy was dying. The sphincters had re-| suffocation when the operation was performed. 
laxed, the eyes were rolled upward, he was livid, | The tube was coughed out on the second day and 
unconscious and pulseless, and within five min-| it became necessary to reintroduce it. On the 
utes undoubtedly would have been dead. With | fourth day it was removed and the child recovered. 
life, tube wes quickly introduced nd 
life, a tube was quickly introduced and artificial 
oe ga ay He fully revived and/|than in the previous case. The furniture of the 
wore the three days, when it was ejected. | room consisted of two old chairs, a rickety table, a 
a ee and it became necessary | small round stove and a sporting bull-dog. Every- 
to it. In four days it was removed | thing was filthy in the extreme. The child was 
and the child made a perfect recovery. found to be suffering from a semi-malignent form 

Case 254.—This was a case in which the con-/| of theria. The nasal cavities were invaded, 
stitutional symptoms were very severe and the/| the x covered with diphtheritic membrane, 
diphtheritic membrane not only covered the whole} while the difficult gor indicated that the 
larynx was invaded. odor from the decom- 

membrane was pushed down in front of it. It throat had been torn, bruised and lacerated 
of membrane was ejected. The tube was reintro- the child’s condition seemed most deplorable 
stated, with some vehemence, that if this patient 
recovered there was a God in heaven and antiseptic 
surgery a delusion. A tube was quickly intro- 
and perfect recovery This case seemed 

miraculous to all who witnessed it. 

These cases are only a few out of many of the 
same character, but sufficient, I hope, to prove to 
you that the operation is not performed early, un- ¢ 

. necessarily or upon selected cases. 

In Regard to After-Treatment.—The same line 
of treatment that has been instituted before the 
Where the pharyngeal 

sym are 
was the disease manifested principally in the laryax, 
ee Cn ere with a tendency to extension downward, the bi- 
, no membrane being visible 
pharynx, but the child was dying from suffo- | ployed. those cases 
cation due to laryngeal obstruction. The tube/ where the treatment has been noted, the following 
was introduced, Two days results have been obtained: In ninety-nine cases 
later it was evident where the bichloride of mercury was administered 
below the tube, and when it was @ par-|there were fifty recoveries, or 50.5 per cent. In 
As the/| twenty-six cases where it was not administered 
respiration was still greatly im , the tube was | there were nine recoveries, or 34.61 per cent. 
reintroduced. Care of Patient.—The success attending the 
came evident that there was partially hed | treatment of crow 9 ee ee 
membrane below the tube. It was also evident first, upon the delicacy and skill with the 
that membrane had extended into the finer bron- operation is performed ; and second, upon the care 
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; Tube Time of| Diphtheritic t 
Consultation with. tion. Cause of Death. Symptoms. 
Dr. Champlin... .. ./Fatal. . Ext on of membrane... .. . ./36 hours.|36 hours “ 
jadays. | Very severe. 
Detachment of membrane. . . . . hours.j12 hours! 
Rx on of membrane... ... . days. 
| 
Matal . . |itutension of membrane. hours. 
Rxtensic membrane,..... .jadays. | 
Pat Detachment of membrane... . . .|12 hours. 
| reported, with forty-one | Temoved at once. The expulsive cough that fol- 
= One must exer- 
in the selection of the 
fitting tube that could 
| i be constantly on the 
agers that constantly 
to 
sound as the 
om of the 
ver be 
he tube 
bulsive cough following 
of cases 
met. 
4 
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bint, where it e: 

bs to the left of 

were taken at 

slightly, 

periphery than 

x 

e in 
so 
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pry by 


useful for leverage, and the like. It makes the for- 


ceps a lever or a tongs, with which to pullor 


the for-| a 
shall 
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AXIS-TRACTION FORCEPS. 
BY JOSEPH HOFFMAN, M.D., 


Mevting of the American 
Wi preface 


at 


OP PHILADELPHIA. 
any question 


of 


OF THE AXIS-TRACTION FORCEPS. 
Annual 


Read in the Section 


Forty-frst 


By 


Consitered 


may be lost and 


tional force. 


ty and must be overcome, ifat all, 


t force, of which much 


necessi 
compensated fer 


are the mechanics we must lose sight of all idea 


chanical 


i 


the force 
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traindicate ivantageous, as it can be applied 
demonst forcible effects upon both mother t 
even of the at this point that the general 4 
remarkable the use and intention of the for- 

pbably it is a teaching fault as 
g fault. Once let it be considered 
n the pelvis isa foreign body like 
A PLEA h in the jaw, and we have the ob- 
nd the old tooth-key, similar in- 
ure, both having force as the 
ne ends they would attain. This 
jury to the maternal structures, rincipal effici , 
to the child must, or should be oe erat rh 
lication of 
and a devi by adc 
and those "= euucu against the pubis is lost; consic 
io overcome, theret in its just as also the 
ect upon the ft 
forceps comes/ harmful. It that 
preservative measure, mechanically the ordinary cbetetrical 


1890.) 


AXIS-TRACTION FORCEPS. 


instrument, permitting neither the sat- 
utilization of the force applied, nor its 
y 


structures. 

The problem is accordingly presented 
Given a resistance we must apply a force which 
shall work along the axis of the pelvis, and at the 


The more nearly this problem is 

more direct will be the traction, the 

the force required, and the more nat- 
ural will be the artificial delivery, or, as has been 
ggested above, the two will supplement each 
other. To fulfil the above indications numerous 
modifications of the common have been in- 
vented, among which are those of Hermann, 
Hubert, 
ustly say, finally culminating in those of Tarnier. 
have been essentially modified by Poullet 

and others. The latest German idea, that of 


inasmuch as the traction exerted does not 
but only applies a force that is directed 
handle, which indicates lateral variations in 
descent upon the perineum. 
ations are the foundation of the excuse for the 


traction principle offers better results, 
mortality of 


the child and the effects 


Hartmann, Morales, and I think we may | suffers 


essentially the same in its intent, cannot be com- 
pared in its accomplishment. 


$29 
is the line in which all forces must act in order to ee 
be effective, it follows that the greater the devia-| pendulum movements, which are only experi- 
tion from a normally formed pelvis, the greater | mental manceuvers to determine in what direction 
must be the resistance to any force acting outside | the head will move most easily. 
of or at variance with this axis, and that in cases} A brief epitome of the specific positions 
of pelvic malformation the violence must be cor-| which axis-traction is especially advisable 
respondingly greater, both to maternal and fcetal | that can be set down here. First of all, in 
operations in which it is desirable to make 
tion in the pelvic axis and not against the 
a careful analysis of cases will show that iy 
so 
same time minnie fot energy and maximize ‘the 
energy exerted in the axis of the pelvis and which | ternal structures are concerned, than pressure for- 
alone is efficient in the expulsion or delivery of | ceps. 
As was before remarked, in deformed pelvis 
the results must be even more motebten occi- : 
ito-posterior positions any tendency head 
nok interfered with, but is allowed to 
take — freely. In my hands I have noticed a 
complete revolution of the blades and, of course, 
LS posterior positions, in which the perineum usually : 
orceps—which, while ng 4 
ward and outward, nevertheless raises it toward ic 
the pubes—is peculiar, and cannot be imitated . 
Breus, I regret not to be able to present. It is . 
ably advocated by Winckel, though too much to 
the exclusion of Tarnier’s forceps. 

The conformity of the pelvis is such that when} In the low operation, in which the short ; 
occupied by the foetal head, the problem to bring | are commonly applied, the same effect can 
an ovoid body through a circular canal with a/| justly claimed. short forceps, as such, in my 
curved axis is presented. Now to accomplish | estimation, have no place in obstetrics; I have no : 

J this it is evident that the force should be applied | doubt that of all instruments they inflict the most 
to the centre of the head or fcetal ball, and should | damage to both mother and child. If, when the 
act in the centre of the cylindrical passage, the head is on the floor of the pelvis there is any need 
vagina, and at the same time varying in for the application of forceps, the axis-traction 
to the position of the application of the force as/ principle is the one that fulfils all the indications, 
the head descends in the pelvic curve. expediting labor and at the same time saving the 

Tar-| perineum by lifting, not dragging the head 
Ms the danger of rupturing the peri- | through. 
neum by the traction apparatus. This is entirely Soe 

, as the rods are to be kept parallel | the axis-traction principle is, that by it force : 
forceps handle, and when this is done/|is applied at the centre of or near the centre of the | 
ly fall within the blades, and can do | fenestration, and that hence the leverage effect 

' that would not occur without them. | which must be exerted upon the structures within 

: Tarnier’s forceps and Poullet’s modi- | the grasp of the blades, must cause less direct vio- 

yet common with | lence. 
be perpetrated. I refer 
forceps, and to the rotatory : 
by Osiander. These manipu-| Aristo..—Aristol, the new substitute for iodo- : 
in the ruder arts, have form, is reported by various observers to prove 
and can result only dis-| efficacious in many cases where iodoform has : 
astrously to the maternal tissues. It will also be| been successful. It is said to be non-poisonous : 
seen that the direction taken by the headas iten-|and has the very decided advantage of being = 
5 in the path of the least resistance, | without odor. a 
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tion is slowly replaced by brightness and a dispo- 
sition to activity, which latter should, of course, 
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THE EFFECTS OF DRY ATMOSPHERE 
ON CHRONIC INFLAMMATION OF 
THE LARYNX AND NARES. 


BY E. FLETCHER INGALS, A.M., M.D., 
PROFESSOR OF LARYNGOLOGY, RUSH MEDICAL COLLEGE, PROFESSOR 
OF DISEASES OF THE THROAT AND CHEST, WOMAN'S 
MEDICAL ETC. 
In this paper it is my object to invite your at- 
tention to a subject upon which unfortunately we 


little precise information, hoping 


Fa 


i 


tion which undoubtedly favors the development 
and maintenance of certain forms of catarrhal in- 


various irritating substances which might be ab- 
As certain 


of | sent in the damper a 


tmosphere. 
palpable substances in the atmosphere cause 
asthma, so in some cases similar substances will 


excite chronic inflammation of the mucous mem- ~~ 


536 THE EFFECTS OF DRY ATMOSPHERE. (OcTroBER 11, 
quently see patients who live in a high and dry | 
; paral or syncope n trying to yze cases : 
should suddenly supervene and cause a sudden unable to decide satisfactorily what particular 
gressing case. One may exhibit two to five doses setenv. home: ones rome In the majority, I 
of the chlorate of potassium dryness of the atmos- 
this I have not found . Fhave 
to the calomel in Fe and requently repeated njurious, At first sight it would seem that cases. 
doses, with rather but fluid diet, |in which there is excessive secretion would be 
and have found it the most efficient of any treat- | benefited by residence in a dry atmosphere,. 
ment; and withal so simple for the nurse and so suffering from the opposite condi- 
merciful to the patient. The latter is no small be injured, but numerous cases attest 
factor in the method, when we compare the dtead- not follow in all instances: for ex- 
ful struggles of the little sufferer at the sight of simple chronic rhinitis with excessive | 
the commonly used—shall I not say abusively des 
used—throat brush and bottle, and all the other removal from the shores of a mores 
disease will be benefited by mov- 
mouth to drop a followed by a readily districts to the damp climate of 
accepted of ice water. There is needed 
ment to show which is the most desirable pay eyed mea improved 
; and I can assure you that this needs a high altitude a dry atmos- 
faithful trial to show you the greater effi- lly catarrhal cases are injured by 
of this over all other plans of treatment in 
results. we see of these diseases, the more we 
nae Rl Klee will | are impressed with the fact that catarrhal inflam- 
are: 1, Give mations alike in the at- 
doses. 3, Give mosphere sea shore, or upon plains 
you have the free and | of Arizona, in the most favored localities of our 
. §, Give light, nutri-' southern States, and in the delightful atmosphere 
Es 866, Give little or no other medicine. | of Colorado, though not to the same degree in 
until convales- | each section. 
cence i far We may assume that the inflammatory affec- 
If these simple rules are followed and common | tions of the nares and larynx are essentially of 
Mi allowed to takethe place of common prej- | the same character, and that therefore they will 
will save more of your diphtheria pa- eae ey ee in differ- 
by this than by eny other method known ent degrees, by various climatic ¢ 
medicine. These affections we will therefore class together | 
as catarrhal excepting in those instances where 
we use a qualifying phrase, as for example, tuber- 
cular laryngitis. 

Usually these catarrhal affections are less fre- 
quent in warm climates, therefore, a warm, 
equable atmosphere would seem best adapted for 

Read before the meeting of the American Climatological Association | theit prevention or cure. However, in equable 
Denver, September climates the air is loaded with moisture, a condi- 
flammation. yet the opposite condition of dryness 
also has its disadvantages, for it favorsthe forma- _ 
tion of dust and allows the air to be laden with 
thereby Ze 
elicit a discussion in which the observation 
others may help to remove the deficiencies whi 
I am obliged to confess. The views which I ’ 
large num cases, but | e no at- | brane of the u air passages. The damp, and : 
tempt to present the histories of these cases in | often chilly atmosphere of the Atlantic sea shore, J 
substantiation. ee ae ae and the sudden changes along the borders of our = 
altitudes, many of which are damp; though I fre- | great lakes are peculiarly favorable to the devel- 


iit 


by intermittent swelling of the tubernated tissues |and dry atmosphere, but it is often difficult to : 
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tongue, and taste normal. The pa- 

talysis of the sixth nerve and tongue 

after six weeks. In June, 1887, again 

finement, paralysis of the right facial nerve 
place, preceded for some weeks by 

. This attack disappeared in 

1889, after severe 


ci 
these cases is that in all cases it does not 


a day given with a considerable quan- 
ilk, that contained at least 50 grams of 


hysterorrhaphy 

duced by himself. The uterus having been ex- 

posed and brought forward till it touches the ab- 

dominal wound, a continuous silk suture is 

through the posterior sheath of the rectus 
in 
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¥  theface. Suddenly the left half of the face be-| ble, in a condition of the deepest anesthesia, such 
4 came paralyzed, which after a time disappeared. | as is only seen after large doses of chloroform. 
* - Fourteen days later it returned, but yielded after | Dr. Schmeltz says: ‘‘I operated very slowly _ 
four weeks’ treatment with electricity and iodides. | quite at my ease; the patient even tried to 
In April, after severe headache, the external rec. | courage me by her words; she 
tus became paralyzed, and eight days later diffi-|and laughed loudly from time to 
culty mt perms and chewing developed. When | show that she felt no pain. In 
protru the tongue turned to the left. Sensi- | operation easier for me, she turned 
ysis of the right adducens, anc 
facial paralysis. Recovery in 
May, 1890, complete right facial 
last attack was, like the others, 
that ceased as soon as the paraly 
are present in the n 
the facial oe, though the nature of 
such change is purely speculative. : RELATIVE VALUE OF DIFFERENT METHODS OF 
TREATING UTERINE Myoma.—M. R. PICHERIN 
Diuretic ACTION OF M1Lk SUGAR.—Milk and | (Gaz. des Hépitanx) has 
0 buttermilk have long been recognized as excel- study of the different methods of treating uterine 
lent remedies in treatment of diseases of the kid-|myoma. He classes castration as among the pal- 
ney. It is not long since Sée announced the diu-|liative remedies, while he considers = as 
retic of milk sugar and recommended | dangerous as the radical hysterectomy. prin- 
His observations were soon confirmed by Dujar- bring on 
din-Beaumetz. We have recently had additional | the menopause, it does not constantly reduce the , 
confirmation from ee of Dr. Zawopsk! | size of the tumor, that it is a dangerous and often 
(Deutsche Med. Zig.) employed this treat- | difficult operation, with a mortality of nearly 14 
ment in a severe case of dropsy with excellent} per cent. In conclusion he says, that the great 
results. Unlike Sée and Beaumetz, he made no operators are 
{ change in the diet of the patient and allowed him | oophorectomy, and he therefore comes to the con- 
to take fluids. The dose also was lessened to 12/ clusion that hysterectomy, as it is quite as safe, 
to 18 should be preferred in the majority of instances. 
tity of m The writer speaks warmly of the electrical and 
milk sugar. medicinal treatment of fibroids, and says that the 
The author thinks that this substance is to oc- | radical operation should only be thought of after 
cupy a prominent place among the diuretics, as| these have been faithfully tried. 
it is easily administered, agreeable in taste and of 
low cost. Gastro-HysTrorexy.—M. Pozzi performs 
REMOVAL OF Breast DuRING HYPNOTIC 
S.ieeP.—Dr. ScHMELTz, of Nice, has recently 
(Gazette Médicale de Sirasbourgh, July 1) re- 
| corded a case in which he removed a sarcomatous 
breast during anzesthesia caused by hypnotism. 
: The patient was a girl, aged 20, who was easily 
thrown into the hypnotic state. The operation | hence to the peritoneum and sheath 
eee eee Lauza and | on the right side of the wound. 
, and the entire together with the | transfixed three times in this 
aponeursis of the pectoralis major was removed 
by the oval incision: Five tubes were in the uppermost than the 
inserted and the wound was closed with thirty- | of the transfixion. The suture is 
two-metallic sutures. The operation lasted an|cut short. The more superficial 
hour. The patient remained absolutely insensi-|dominal wound are sutured 
| 
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ABSORPTION BY THE SKIN. 


It has been repeatedly held that the sound 
skin will absorb substances in watery solution, 
and again it has been denied. The teaching of 
our standard text-books for the past dozen years 
has been that of Parisor, who said that the 
skin was unable to absorb any substances from 
watery solutions, and that this was due to the 
fat nominally present in the epidermis and pores 
of the skin. According to R6uzic all substances 


Ritrer and Przirrer, who found that salicylic 
acid was rapidly absorbed when brought in con- 
tact with the skin, and other substances brought 
in contact with a part previously treated with 
salicylic acid, rapidly entered the circulation. 
The experiments of these writers would seem to 
be conclusive as to the impossibility of substances 
passing through the sound skin. In only one in- 
stance out of five did they succeed in detecting 
iodide of potassium in the urine when a salve 
containing 10 per centum of that drug had been 
rubbed into the extensor surfaces of the arm and 
leg. In the instance where it was absorbed, it 
had been in contact with the part for four days, 


and the rancid fat had probably disorganized and 
epidermis. 


A late number of the Gazette Médicale de Liege 
contains an abstract of the experiments of Dr. 
KILLER, who sought to solve the problem by 
estimating the amount of chlorine excreted in a 
given time upon a fixed diet. The first experi- 
ments were with full warm baths containing 6 


per cent. of sodium chloride, The results were as 
follows: 
A second series of ordinary baths (not salt) 


avoid this source of error he the iod 
sodium, a salt not normally present in the body. 
Of eighteen trials with this substance, eight were 
negative, and in two of the positive cases one was 
where the arm plunged into the solution contained 
a small blister, and in the other, a full bath; it 
is possible that absorption may have taken place 
through the natural orifices. 

In conclusion we can say that recent experi- 
ments only go to confirm the views of older 
writers, that absorption of substances in watery 
solution is practically impossible with a sound 
epidermis. Substances that corrode or soften the 
epidermis will aid absorption, and the prolonged 
application of water will macerate the epidermis 
and in that way admit substances to the circula- 
tion. 


THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION IN RE- 
LATION TO ORIGINAL SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH. 


In the editorial columns of THz JOURNAL, ot 
June 14 we referred to the necessity of the crea- 
tion of a special Section to consider papers pre- 


senting the results of original investigation, or ot 


the adoption of some means to encourage such 
work. The special advantages that Tax Jour- 
NAL, possesses for the dissemination of the results 


ee A third series with salt showed practically no 1 

Rd change in the amount of chlorine excreted 

by the kidneys before, during, of after the ; 

baths. As the author says, even the favor- 

; able second series does not prove cutaneous ab- : 

sorption, as the baths may have modified elimin- 

ation of sodium chloride by the tissues. To 4 

which act upon and corrode the skin, are capable j 

of absorption. This fact was later confirmed by ’ 
Recently, other writers have busied themselves j 
with this vexed question, notably Korrr, who 4 
plunged a portion of the body in a solution of a 
sublimate with potassium iodide, and recovered ‘ 
these substances from the urine. M. Sras ex- a 
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of original work are so manifest, when compared 
with the limited circulation of the reports of hos- 
pitals, laboratories, or special societies, that any 
discussion of that feature of the question is su- 
pererogatory. And in an editorial article in Tux 
JournaL of August 2, we presented the desira- 
bility of more intimate relations between the work 
of State Medical Societies and that of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, and we may consider 
this subject as a means to attain such an end. 
In a leading article in the New York Medical 
Journal of August 16, on ‘‘ The Relation of Amer- 
ican Medical Societies to Scientific Research,”’ 
the point is made that aside from an occasional 
scholarship at some university, or the various 
prizes that are offered for the “‘ best essay, etc.”’ 
any of our physicians that may desire to under- 
take some special investigation are compelled to 
purchase their own chemical or physiological 
apparatus as well as the material necessary to 
pursue the investigation. It is urged that the 
desideratum is means with which the requisite 
appurtenances may be purchased for competent 
investigators that can ill afford both time and 
money; and the suggestion is made that the nu- 
merous American medical societies imitate the 


may be needed to make some special investiga- 
tions. 

It may be information to some of our readers 
that the British Medical Association, according 
to their Journal of July 26, in 1889 allotted twen- 
ty-five hundred dollars, in sums of from fifty to 
two hundred and fifty dollars, to members in va- 
rious portions of Great Britain for expenses nec- 
essary in making original research. 

At present the finances of the American Medi- 


its funds; though the highest aim of our organ- 


measures to encourage and foster original re- 
search. Buta number of the State Medical So- 
cieties have an accumulated fund that could be 
used, under the direction of a judiciously selected 
committee, for such purposes. If, instead of the 
large annual volumes of Transactions published 
at considerable expense to the Society, the latter 
would confine its publication to the Official Trans- 
actions, referring such papers as a publication com- 
mittee recommends to THz JOURNAL, the working 


cal Association do not justify such a diversion of 
ization must necessarily tend to the realization of 


expenses of the State Societies would be dimin- » | 
ished, consequently more money could be utilized 7 
for the purpose we are considering, and a more 
intimate relation would be established between 
the State Associations and the American Medical 
Association. 

Such a plan would involve no diminution of . 
the autonomy of a State Society; it would permit 
many qualified physicians undertaking experi- 
mental research who are now deterred by the at- 
tendant expense of these investigations; it would 
give the scientific papers of the State Associations 
an audience that volumes of Transactions do not 
reach; and well conceived original work would 
redound not only to the benefit of humanity but 
to the credit of the investigator, the State Asso- 
ciation, and the reputation of American medical 
science. 


A SOUTH AMERICAN QUARANTINE. 

The establishment at the mouth of the Rio de 
la Plata, in Uruguay, used in part asa quarantine 
station, is a strange combination of hotel, prison, 
military camp and seaside resort. It is situated 
on the Flores island, the sovereignty of which is 
vested in the Republic above named. In the 
summer months, that comes from the 
neighborhood of Rio de Janeiro is under the ban, 
on account of the dread of yellow fever, and every 
person from that port is detained until ten days 
shall have elapsed from the time of sailing. A 
single boat-load may comprise from 300 to 600 


and inasmuch as the storm may continue as long 
as five days, the stock of supply may fall to near- 


of money to qualified physicians to purchase what 
visitors. Although the accommodations at this 
Grand Quarantine Hotel are poor the people who 
journey that way must stop there until the spec- 
ified time has expired. There are all classes of 
passengers, as first class, immigrants, traders, of- 
ficials and the like. When the crowd arrives at 
the hotel, it is sorted out and packed away, en- 
tirely at the mercy of the management, since it is 
the only place on the island where shelter can be 
had. A permanent garrison is maintained, and 
it includes a commandant, surgeon, State’s sec- 
retary, postmaster, lighthouse keeper and tele- 
graphists. Every morning, during pleasant 
weather, a tugboat comes over to the hotel from 
Montevideo, with the mails and provisions. When 
a “‘norther’’ prevails, the tugboat does not come, 


QObel. Pohl has extracted spermine from the tes- 


' dermic injection of this leucomaine, spermine, or 


. observation four years and which he thinks may 
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ly the starvation point. As one visitor writes: 
“Think of stopping at the largest hotel in the 
world and not being able to get more than one or 
two meals a day, with bananas for one of the 
meals. This was during a storm that lasted five 
days, and there were fully a thousand guests on 
the island at that time.’’ Protests addressed to 
the officials are unavailing—they are a little au- 
tocracy all by themselves—and patience for those 
few days is the best and only remedy for the dis- 
agreeable situation. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 

RECOGNITIONS OF MeriT.—Rush Medical Col- 
lege is fortunate in bringing to its Chair of Physi- 
ology the services already so valuable and so full 
of promise in the future as are those of Dr. Harold 
N. Moyer. Dr. J. A. Lydston will be a valuable 
accession to the Faculty of the Chicago College 
of Physicians and Surgeons as Professor of Chem- 
istry. 


Pohl, of St. Petersburgh, 
writes to Le Mercredi Medical that he believes 
that the crystals found in the seminal fluid, as 
described by Schreider, are the phosphate of an 
organic base called spermine, which is identical 
with cthyleneimine, according to Laderberg, and 


ticles of young rabbits, and has used it experi- 
mentally. He has observed that it decreases the 
action of the heart, while it increases the general 
energy and stimulates the nervous and genital 
systems. He thinks it probable that castoreum 
and musk owe their nervine properties to the 

ine which they contain. The crystals of 
the phosphate of spermine have been named the 
Charcot-Neumann crystals. Ethyleneimine is an 
artificial product which is isomeric with sper- 
mine. Possibly, also, some of Brown-Séquard’s 
results may find their explanation in the hypo- 


some other similar substance, which can, in the 
future, be isolated and definitely described. 
Tux Hycrenic Arrest or Leprosy.—Dr. 


Sandreczky, of Jerusalem, has described his treat- 
ment of a case of leprosy, which has been under 


fairly be said to be ‘‘cured."’ After two years of 
treatment the progress of the malady appeared to 


of the disease have disappeared excepting the 
atrophy of the hands which, of course, is perma- 
nent. The case, as given in Monatshefte far prak- 
tische Dermatologic, was that of a child whose 
family history was free from leprosy. The treat- 
ment was directed principally upon lines of gen- 
eral hygienic management, such as open air ex- 
ercise, massage, bathing, iron and quinine; the 
baths were varied with green soap, sulphur, iron 
or salt, the water being very hot, and free per- 
spiration being promoted by means of proper 
coverings over the body after each bath. The 
tubercles were treated by chrysarobin, green 
soap or iodine, without any manifest benefit. 


A POLICLINIQUE AT PaRIs.—An institution 
has been opened at Paris, which bears a close 
resemblance to the post-graduate schools of the 
United States. It is located at No. 28 rue 
Mazarin, as a dispensary and teaching institu- 
tion, under the title of the Policlinique de Paris, 
and is designed to become a centre for practical 
medical teaching. 


THE proceedings of the recent Berlin Congress, 
which include more than 200 addresses and dis- 
cussions, will be published in full in a large work, 
which will appear in separate parts. It is ex- 
pected that the first part will be ready in the 
course of the autumn. 


A Brit making vaccination optional in Hol- 
land has been introduced into the legislative 
chambers by the Dutch Government. The Min- 
ister of the Interior is said to be a member of the 
Anti-vaccination League, but it is not thought at 


all likely that the proposal will be adopted by 
the States-General. : 


additions have recently been made to the build- 
ings used for the purposes of clinical teaching at 
Moscow, aud the medical faculty of that Univer- 
sity is now of the best equipped in Russia. The 
Imperial Treasury provided funds for the erection 
of a University Clinic, and private munificence 
furnished the means of building clinics for men- 
tal diseases and gynecology, and for the instruc- 
tion of midwives. All these will be officially 
opened at the beginning of the scholastic year, 
and a new clinical hospital will also be opened 
in January, 1891. The total superficial area of 


be stayed; there has been no relapse and all signs 


the new clinics is 20,000 square feet. In addition 


| 
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to these new buildings, a children’s hospital is in 
course of erection close to the University Clinic, 
and will be opened this autumn. 


CHorgra.—Cholera has broken out at Masso- 
wah, and the deaths there number fifty daily. 
The outbreak is stated to be among native tribes 
under Italian protection. The troops and Euro- 
pean residents are free from the disease. A sani- 
tary commission is on its way to Massowah with 
medicine and disinfectants, Cholera appeared at 


ly there has been an increase in the cities of To- 
ledo and Valencia, and the epidemic has reappeared 
im villages of the provinces of Albacete, Alicante, 
Castellon, and Toledo, where it had 
subsided. The city of Valencia still has a high 
rate of mortality. 

MICHIGAN Boarp oF CORRECTIONS AND CHAR- 
1T1zs.—At a recent meeting the Board passed the 
following resolution : 

Resolved, That this Board advise the Boards of Control 
of the Asylums, Prisons, Reformatories, the State Public 
School, and Industrial School for Girls, the Institution 
for the Deaf and the Blind, to appoint a consulting med- 


excepting thoee to which males only are admit- 
ted, where a gynecologist will not be needed. That these 
officers be known as consulting surgeons, aurists, etc., in 
the records of the institutions; that they be paid only for 
visits to the institutions, and that those visits be subject 
to the call of the wardens, or other chief 
officers, or the Board having the institution in charge. 


Tux late Sir Munguldass Nuthoobhoy, C.S.I., 
of Bombay, by his will directs his executors to 
build, on land adjoining the sanatorium which he 
founded, a bungalow, to be used as a dispensary, 
for which purpose he bequeaths 10,000 rupees, 
and for its maintenance 30,000 rupees. To pro- 
vide a Hindoo licentiate as a medical officer he 
gives 30,000 rupees, and for the maintenance of 
the sanatorium 10,000 rupees. 


A Heavy Surt For Damacss.—A libel suit 


for $200,000 has been entered by William Radam | ¢,. 


against the Druggisis’ Circular of New York. 
Radam is the manufacturer of a much advertised 
microbe-killer, and his alleged damages are for 
the largest amount, so far as heard from, that has 
ever been asked in a suit of this nature. The al- 
legations of the complaint show that the business 
of the said Radam has been damaged by an ar- 


ticle published in the Circudar in September, 1889, 
which gave the result of an analysis of the ‘‘killer,’’ 
said to have been made by Dr. R. C. Eccles, of 
Brooklyn, who is one of the recently elected mem- 
bers of the Committee of Revision of the Phar- 
macopceia. Dr. Eccles stated in that article, that 


Oil of impure, 4 drachms, 
Muriatic impure, - 
Red about t ounce, 


This mixture can be seats at a cost of less than 
five cents per gallon, while a gallon of the original 
fluid was usually sold at three dollars. It was 
further alleged that, while muriatic and sulphuric 
acids, the principal ingredients of the nostrum, 


caution and counsel tended to become a hurtful 
poison; and that the theories of the said Radam, 
as to the cause and treatment of diseases, were as- 


unfavorable results from the use of the ‘‘killer,’’ 
or other facts, interesting under the circumstances, 
will communicate with them. They claim that 
their publication of Dr. Eccles’ analysis was with- 
out malice, and for the furtherance of the health 
and welfare of the general public, as against a 
nostrum dangerous alike in design and practical 
results. 


On A the of I 
gly King taly 


THE next quarterly meeting of the newly-formed _ 


Massachusetts Boards of Health will 


= 

Aleppo on September 12. In the beginning of 

September cholera decreased in Spain, but recent- 

: could be properly prescribed, by professional ad- 
vice, as medicines, yet when taken without due 
serted to be entirely erroneous. Colonel Robert 
G. Ingersoll, the renowned lawyer and lecturer, 
has undertaken the cause of the plaintiff. The 
proprietors of the Circu/ar have expressed the 

| ical staff consisting of a surgeon, ophthalmologist, aurist, | desire that any physicians, who have observed 

signed decrees 
| unicipal labo- 
ratories of vigilance’’ throughout Italy 
for the tion of foods, beverages, etc. 
These laboratories must comprise at least two de- 
partments — namely: a ‘‘ medico- 
and a chemical one. They are to be the 
direct control of the Minister of the Interior. 
be held in W 
discussion will be sie ge and its treatment. 
Dr. L. P. Kinnicut will read a paper on that sub- 
ject, which will be followed by discussion. Upon 
invitation of City Engineer Allen the members of | 
the Association will pay a visit of inspection to 2 
the new sewage purification works at Quinsiga- 
mond, It is expected that several sewage experts 

ng party. 
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THE “ POLYCLINICO” AT ROMER. 

British medicine has more than its share of interest in 
this great work, which, when completed, will be an event 
of European importance. Not only will the grand facade 
of its surgical department present as its chief ornament 
the likeness in bas-relief of the English surgeon who dis- 
covered the antiseptic treatment, but the whole building, 
or rather groups of buildings, will bear the impress in 
almost every detail of British and British infiu- 
ence. As already shown, the ‘Policlinico’ is due to the in- 
spiration of the leading physician and consultant of Italy, 
the statesman, scholar, and man of letters, Dr. Guido 
Baccelli. Thanks to his prudence, energy, and weight in 
Official circles it is steadily advancing to 
when the monetary crisis of Rome is causing the suspen- 
sion of other architectual undertakings only less impor- 
tant. The site on which it stands, the south-east of the 
city, between the Porta S. Losenzo and the Porta Pia, 
skirts on its urban side the Praetorian Camp, whence it 
stretches out toward the Sabine hills over a space of 
160,000 square metres, circumscribed by ample ap- 
proaches thirty metres wide. The architect bears an hon- 


zione’’ is the ‘ medico;”’ to the left, the ‘‘com- 


the “‘palezzo dell’ amministrazione”’ are the bath-rooms, 
the kitchen and the chapel. Every compartment is com- 
posed of several cliniques, which lie along the principal 
frontage. To the right, the medical, divided into pro- 
pedentic, neuro-pathological, medical properly so-called, 
syphilitic, and pediatric, to which is annexed a hospital 
for patients. This hospital, divided into twenty-two pavil- 
ions, accommodates easily 295 patients. The ‘‘comparo 
chirargico’"to the left distributed into the following clin- 
iques: the propendentio, Che surgical 


This compartment aleo has a hospital attached accommo- 
dating 210 beds for teaching purposes. These cliniques 
accommodate 141 of both sexes; the ‘‘comparto chi- 

rurgico,” es a whole, having 351 beds, and the obstetric 


| made to understand the physiological and ch: 


such vast undertak- 


to master in his course of study the nature and properties 
of the drugs which were to serve him as the tools of his 
craft. 

This seems to be an inevitable effect of progress in every 
art, the practice of which is based on advancing science; 
but it has come tothe practice of medicine later than to 
others. 

The popular and commercial names which have to be 
used for some of the newer drugs, instead of the cum- 
brous scientific combinations of syllables which indicate 
their constitution—such as antipyrin, antifebrin, ure- 
thane, hypnone, somnal, salol, thallin, etc.—must not be 
allowed to veil from the practitioner the real nature and 
constitution of such bodies; and, although it is impossible 
for the majority to do otherwise than use these remedies 
somewhat blindly on authority, the attempt must be 


ciples on which the molecular constituents of such rem- 
edies are built up, and their efforts combined or neutral- 
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| 878 patients. The space unoccupied by the buildings is 
—., divided by footpaths intersecting parterres, gardens, and 
fountains. Special operations of transport—es of pe- 
tients, linen, cadavera—are effected through the im- 
mense galleries which place the several buildings in 
communication. Finally, the ‘Policlinico’ will be pro- 
vided with every appliance known to the best-appointed 
hospitals and schools of Great Britain and America, for 
ventilation, heating, and in the matter of lifts and con- 
veyances for the patients. Dr. Baccelli, with an econ- 
omic skill not always displayed in 
ings, has succeeded in keeping the outlay, at least so far, 
within the estimates; which serves to explain the fact 
that the ‘‘Policlinico,”’ which he fondly designates 
mio pomo d’Adamo” (the apple of his eye), as within 
measurable distance of being wa fail eccompli when 
other architectural enterprises in Rome are in suspen- 
sion, if not deferred to the Greek Calends for want of 
fands.— Lancet. 
MODERN EMPIRICISM. 

There seems to be a growing danger, which should be 
recognized and guarded against by students and practi- 
tioners of medicine, that physico-chemical research, with 

orned name in his profession, Giulio Podesti, and has/| tion of such research to therapeutics, may result, in con- 
4 more than fulfilled the expectations he iuspired. Under | sequence of the technical nature of such reasoning, in 
him, again, works Signor Cerebelli as builder, with «| practice without reasoning; that the rationalism of the 
“technical office” at his command; while the supreme | few may tend to a form of empiricism in the many. 
direction is entrusted to a ‘‘commissione governativa,"’| Few practitioners have opportunities of verifying 
composed of the distinguished surgeon Durante and the | otherwise than empirically the effects of a new remedy 
equally distinguished physician Bastianelli, with Dr. | which they ‘‘try” on the authority of the physiologist or 
Baccelli at their head. As one enters by the main ap-| chemist; hence it follows that in the employment of the 
proach to the “Policlinico” he is confronted by the/| newer remedies, there is not now the same familiarity of 
“palazzo dell’ amministrazione,’’ from which on the/| the workman with his tools which existed fifty years ago 
ground floor and first floor branch off four great galler- saad an intimate know!l- 
ies, communicating with all the buildings of which the | edge of the remedies employed did not require | 
} institution is composed. These consist of three compart- | special training and skill in the higher departments of 
ments. To the right of the “palazzo dell’ amministra- | physiology and chemistry, and when the student was able 
parto chirurgico;’’ and at the sonth-east corner the com- 
partment for infectious and contagious maladies, the 
laundry, and the ‘‘anatomico-pathological institute,’’ 
with the ‘camera morturia”’ attached. At the back of 
cologica’”’ occupies the other corner corresponding to mical prin- 
ized in the many forms of therapeutical agents now pro- : 
duced synthetically in the laboratory of the physiological 
chemiat.—Cor., Brit. Medical Journal. ; 
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PROHIBITION OF HYPNOTIC PERFORMANCES IN RUSSIA. 
The Russian Medical Department has just issued the 
following circular ( Vestnik Obshichestvennoi Highieny, 
_ Sidebnoi i Praktitcheshoi Meditziny, August, 1890, p. 
12):— “In consideration (1) that public exhibitions of 


breed in the public only erroneous notions, and even im- 
plant superstitions, while post-hypnotic suggestions can 
constitute a source of disturbance of order and the peace 


of the community by hypnotized persons, and even of 
committing criminal deeds by the same, the Medical 
Council has resolved: (1) That henceforward any public 
séances of hypnotism and magnetism are strictly prohib- 
ited; and (2) that the application of hypnotism for med- 
ical purposes can be permitted 


The Congress just held at Miinster affords ample proof 
of the progress Germany is making in anthropological 
research. Two hundred members were present, and, as 
usual, Professor Virchow was the most conspicuous and 
the most honored of the number. The President (Pro- 
fessor Waldeyer) in opening the proceedings, reviewed 
the history of the German Anthropological Society since 
its origin at Innsbruck in 1869, and among its achieve- 


ments he signalized the splendid prehistoric map and the 
treasure-trove in 


Germany, and from the color of the hair, the skin, and 
the eyes, it has been ascertained that a blonde and a 
brown Germanic people dwell side by side in a sort of 
interlinear fashion. A very interesting memoir on the 

features of Westphalia as they emerge 
from prehistoric investigation, was followed by Virchow’s 
short addresses on the occurrence of bronze ornaments 
in the Caucasus, on the application of antimony as a 
cosmetic, on von Schliemann’s excavations, and on the 
cradle of the peoples in Interior Asia. An elaborate 
paper by Waldeyer came next, on the perennially inter- 
esting theme of the antiquity of mankind, including the 
points of resemblance between it and the higher grades 
of animals, as well as the importance of climatic infiu- 


ence, coupled with that of civilization, on the human \ 


skull-formation. The last day’s sitting was a very ani- 
mated one, mainly on account of the discussion evoked 
by a paper giving anthropometrical results based on the 
measurement of 2,100 English students. The growth of 
the bodily powers, it seems, proceeds steadily up to the 
twenty-fourth year, after which it begins, at first almost 
imperceptibly, to decline. This limit, however, can by 


General-Secretary 
ments of the Bavarian recruits and the physical deduc- 
tions to be drawn from these. The final contribution, 
that of Dr. Finke, on the ‘‘ History of Westphalia, from 
the Earliest Times up to the Introduction of Christian- 
ity,’ was in some respects the most elaborate and strik- 
ing of all, though the interest appeared at first to be of 
a purely local character. It was the work of a most ac- 
anthropologist, and showed among its rich 
antiquarian, sociological, and artistic details what a field 
of important and stimulating knowledge lies in the im- 
mediate neighborhood of every true man of science. 
The customary banquets and excursions varied the work 
of the Congress most agreeably, and Virchow, in a genial 
toast at one of the former, proclaimed that in the inter- 
ests of science the Miinster Academy should be promoted 
into a fully equipped University. One most significant 
and gratifying feature of the gathering was the large 
number of medical men who took part in the proceed- 
ings.—Laencet. 


THE EFFECT OF ENVIRONMENT. 
The Rev. W. H. Dallenger, F.R.S., in his address de- 
livered before the Bristol Naturalists’ Society, pointed 
out that in the case of larger animals it was well known 


he had been able in some eight years so to change it that 
it could live and multiply at a temperature of 157° F., 
although its optimum temperature at the beginning of 
the experiment was 65° F., and the upper limit at which 
it could live 100° F. : 


THE SANITARY CONDITION OF LIVERPOOL. 


The position of Liverpool as one of the most frequented 


and it suffered severely during the cholera visitations of —— 


1832, 1849, and 1866. It pleces the system of sanitary in- 
spection of the in a favorable | that since the 
in 1866"only two 


have occurred; and 
wilt not to thet city. 
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hypnotism cause considerable injury to the health of sub- 
jects experimented upon as well as of spectators witness- 
ing the experiments, the performances being apt to give 
rise to the development in hypnotized persons of various no means be assigned to the intellectual powers, which 
hysterical, nervous, and even mental affections, which | §° on increasing till a much later life-period. Another 
may sometimes amount to a genuine epidemic of hyp- | Peper of peculiar interest to army surgeons was read by 
notic mania; (2) that such public hypnotic entertain- 
ments offer to evil-minded subjects a good opportunity 
for studying methods of hypaotizing, and for subsequent- 
. ly practising them for various immoral or criminal pur- 
poses; (3) that generally such hypnotic performances, 
being not eccompanied by any rational explanation, can 
tioners, under the condition that the operation is to be f 
practised invariably in the presence of other medical 
men.” It is scarcely necessary to add that the leading 
Russian medical journals welcome the circular, the ne- 
cessity of the measure having been unanimously advo- 
cated by them year by year. —_—_—_—_— 
! that changes in the environment produced change in 
| the organism, but on account of the slowness of succes-  f 
| sion of the different generations, it was impossible for 
any one observer to follow up these changes to any ex- 
) tent. In the case of microdrganisms, however, the suc- 
cession of the generations takes place with such rapidity, 
that it becomes possible to produce well-marked change 
the organiam by the gradual increments of variation 
the environment. In the case of one microdrganiem, 
completion. At Virchow’s instance, comprehensive re- 
searches have been made on the racial characteristics of 
ports in the United Kingdom renders it peculiarly liable 
to the introduction of infectious diseases from abroad, 
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POMADE FOR PRURIGO. 
White wax 4a parts. 
10 
Parafine, 20 parts. 
Olive oil, 60 parts. 


—Kaposi. 


POMADE FOR FISSURE OF THE ANUS. 
Boric acid, 3 parts. 


Chlorohydrate cocaine, 
Lanoline, 30 parts. ia 


To be used after thorough cauterization of the 
parts with silver nitrate.—Z’ Union Médicale. 


TREATMENT OF GONORRHGAL ARTHRITIS. 
B—Camphor 100 

Extract of grains. 

Alcohol 1 deachm.> 

Extract of belladonna 75 grains. 


This is to be made into a cataplasm and 
t being immobile by proper dressings. 


TRON, GLYCERIN AND CHLORATE OF POTASSIUM 


disa 
It is difficult to see bow the “well-L Glows 
ternal Ica * effect, any, probably 
Circular. 


A SIMPLIFIED TEST FOR SUGAR. 


Prof. Nothnagel has communicated to a meet- 
ing of the Medical Association at Vienna a 
for “che fact tha 
test for sugar, w t 
ufacture of visiting 
contains a larger quantity of potash to 


J 
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4 a | make it heavier and fuller. When this paper is 
; brushed over with a concentrated solution of sul- 
talized on surface. If the urine containing 
allowed to dry by the action of the air, or by 
of 
ing te 
alkaline paper immediately produces 
ae Sas reaction. The more sugar the 
contains, the darker the color produced. 
The author considers the test highly sensitive.— 
REMEDIES FOR NASAL CATARRH. 
Prof. Leffert’s solution for nasal catarrh is as 
follows : 
B— Acidi carbolici, 
Sodii bicarbonitis, 3}. 
Glycerini, 3j. 
5 Of catarrh snuffs the following are praised : 
0 | For scrofulous rhinitis: 
MIXTURE. of sinc, 20 
Tincture of chloride of iron 30 mi 
Chlorate of potassium 1dr. Salicylate of grams. 
Dose for adults, a every two hours; For chronic catarrhal rhinitis : 
children, 20 drops to a teaspoonful, accord- Pulverized alum, 2 grame. 
A NEW METHOD OF PRODUCING LOCAL 3 grams. 
ANASTHESIA. Lycopodium, 8 grams. 
Dr. Voituriez recommends in the Moniteur 
which the thats of HOW TO DETECT THE MORPHINE HABIT. 
. _ thetic properties of oxide,” and consists| habit is by adding a few drops of of 
in pouring on peed 0 to be anzesthetized the/ iron to the patient’s urine. A characteristic blue 
contents of two or bottles of seltzer water, | tinge results if he is a morphine user—N. Y. 
preferably by means of the syphon, which releases | Med. Times. 
the water in a strong stream. The anzsthesia 
TO CLEAN HYPODERMIC SYRINGES. 
Syringes, the canals of which have become ob- 
- structed, so that a fine wire cannot be drawn 
, may, according to the Deutsche Media- 
ochenschrift, be cleaned by holding them 
by this means destroyed and driven 
means rapidly 
| wire has been rusted into the needle it 
t to pass | 
heating it; then rinse it out with alcohol. : 
needle may then be used. 
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ts whose friends can af-| One of the methods that * 
hods of treatment, the dragon fly, which . 
much good. Its great voracity, and the 
have ies as the 
extermination 
this remedy. 
yainst the 
ieged that 
nsect, while the 
that it would 
lity whi propagate 
to 
oo to fill up 
> dwellings. He also says that one 
simple and near at hand is the pres- 
mmuller holds the plea, raised in be- 
rms of the miasmata, to be futile 
jing. These germs, in our present 
bwledge, are very indefinite organisms, 
are methods of exterminating them 
nat it is th effective than the work to be expected 
put of 140 tk ysquito, viz.: drainage, clearance and 
od. in co Among the natural remedies to be re- 
he serious CC gainst mosquitos, he says, are the ser- 
blood. Dr. I d water-fowl. Fish can be intro- 
s belief that public lakes, and oa Se 
yellow fev for the purpose 
ing the near houses and in ponds in - 
om This naturalist states that he has 
le to how infrequent the larve are in 
1 abounding 
Car swamps, 
‘ing in a thin 
e sta eresting point 
were blic does not 
nume of mosquitos, 
mmer seaside thata 
in C 1 from inland. 
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